
ITALY

GOLDEN EAGLE DANUBE EXPRESS: SICILIAN ODYSSEY (TOUR CODE: 15621)

STARTS AND ENDS

Venice to 
Taormina

TRAVEL PERIODS

27 Aug – 07 Sep 2027

EXPERIENCE TRAVEL STYLE

Rail Journeys

Journey through Italy in luxury, from Venice to Sicily. Experience Cremona’s music, Bologna’s flavours, San Marino’s cliffs, the ancient

ruins of Pompeii, and the magical Trulli of Alberobello - timeless beauty at every turn.

Highlights

Discover the soul of Italy on a luxurious rail journey from Venice to Sicily, where timeless beauty and rich heritage unfold at every turn.

Experience Cremona’s musical charm, Bologna’s culinary delights, and the clifftop splendour of San Marino before exploring the ancient ruins of

Pompeii and the fairytale Trulli of Alberobello. In Sicily, wander Palermo’s bustling markets, admire the Valley of the Temples in Agrigento, and

marvel at Syracuse’s dazzling mosaics. Conclude beneath Mount Etna’s dramatic backdrop, savouring Taormina’s clifftop views and Catania’s

coastal elegance. With curated excursions, fine dining, and impeccable service, this journey showcases Italy at its most evocative.

VIEW PACKAGE

Luxury

Rail

Travel up the slopes of Mount Vesuvius to visit a family-run vineyard nestled in the volcanic soils – later enjoying a tasting of their

acclaimed wines and delicious local specialities

•

Explore UNESCO-listed gems – including the Valley of the Temples, Alberobello, and the San Marino Old Town – one of the world’s

oldest sovereign states

•

Enjoy a concert at the grand Teatro Massimo, Italy’s largest opera house•

Visit the thrilling Ferrari factory in nearby Maranello, complete with a museum tour and driving simulator experience•

Venice

https://www.entiretravel.com.au
https://www.entiretravel.com.au/Italy/Golden-Eagle-Danube-Express-sicilian-odyssey
https://www.entiretravel.com.au/experiences/luxury
https://www.entiretravel.com.au/experiences/rail


INCLUSIONS



INCLUSIONS

ITINERARY

Venice

Begin your voyage in the enchanting city of Venice, where timeless beauty and romance are woven into every canal and

cobblestone. You’ll enjoy two nights at one of the city’s most iconic five-star hotels, a perfect base from which to explore La

Serenissima.

This evening, gather with fellow travellers for a Welcome Dinner at the hotel – a chance to savour fine Italian cuisine and

cheers to the unforgettable journey that awaits.

Dinner

Venice

Today, immerse yourself in the magic of Venice with a guided walking tour of its most iconic landmarks, including the

magnificent St Mark’s Basilica and the bustling Rialto Market. Alternatively, enjoy the day at leisure – perhaps opt for a

Five-star pre and post tour accommodation•

Freshly prepared meals on board, using the finest local ingredients•

Authentic dining experiences in local restaurants•

Private ensuite accommodation on the Golden Eagle Danube Express train•

Inclusive alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages•

Arrival and departure transfers•

Expertly guided off-train excursions•

Cabin attendant service including evening turndown•

Experienced Tour Management Team•

Services of a UK-registered Doctor and medical facilities on board•

All gratuities - on and off the train•

Luggage porterage throughout the journey•
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romantic gondola ride across the lagoon or shop for unique souvenirs.

As the sun sets, the evening begins with a spectacular private concert in the historic San Zaccaria church, followed by a

sumptuous dinner at the renowned Ristorante Carpaccio.

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Cremona

This morning, bid farewell to Venice in true style with a private boat transfer from your hotel to Santa Lucia station, gliding

along the Grand Canal to where the Golden Eagle Danube Express awaits. Settle into the comfort of your private cabin as it

departs across the iconic causeway that spans the Venice Lagoon, beginning the journey along the Po River and ever-

changing landscapes of northern Italy.

The first stop is the enchanting city of Cremona – this charmingly quaint and understated city carries itself with impressive

architecture and deep musical heritage and is almost completely off the major tourism radar. Here, you will explore the

impressive 13th century piazza and enjoy a private tour of the fabled Stradivari Museum, delving into the city’s centuries-old

connection with master violin craftsmanship. This evening, a gourmet welcome dinner will be served onboard, celebrating

the flavours of the region as the journey continues south.

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

VENICE
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Bologna Rimini San Marino

Wake to a delicious breakfast served onboard upon arrival in Bologna, Italy’s revered culinary capital. Famed for its rich

gastronomy, medieval towers, and endless porticoes, Bologna is a feast for the senses. A guided morning tour reveals the

city’s charming character, from its historic university to the many famous arches that line the streets. Raise a glass atop the

Torre di Prendiparte for panoramic views of the red-roofed skyline before continuing onwards to the beautiful seaside city of

Rimini.

This afternoon, enjoy the freedom to tailor the experience with one of two exclusive touring options. Motoring enthusiasts

may choose a visit to the thrilling Ferrari factory in nearby Maranello, complete with a museum tour and driving simulator

experience. Alternatively, ascend to the Republic of San Marino, one of the world’s oldest sovereign states, to explore its

UNESCO-listed Old Town and the breathtaking heights of Mount Titano. Tonight, unwind with a refined dinner served aboard

the elegant Golden Eagle Danube Express, continuing the journey in comfort and style.

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Pompeii

CREMONA
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Today, step back almost two millennia to uncover the haunting ruins of Pompeii – the once-thriving Roman town dramatically

frozen in time by the catastrophic eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD. Carefully preserved beneath layers of ash, this

archaeological site offers a rare and evocative glimpse into daily life of a bygone era. A behind-the-scenes tour highlights

the crucial preservation work that continues to protect the original splendour for future generations.

Following the exploration, travel to the slopes of Mount Vesuvius to visit Casa Setaro, a family-run vineyard nestled in the

region’s volcanic soils. Enjoy a tasting of their acclaimed wines alongside delicious local specialties – a perfect way to

celebrate the rich flavours and heritage of Campania.

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Alberobello & Lecce

Begin the day in Alberobello, a UNESCO-listed gem in Puglia known for its charming Trulli – conical-roofed stone houses

that lend a fairytale quality to the landscape. A guided tour reveals their unique construction and cultural significance, with

time to enjoy a tasting of local wine or olive oil.

This afternoon, explore elegant Lecce, the baroque heart of southern Italy. Known for its golden limestone facades and

intricate sculptural details, the city’s stunning churches, including the Duomo and Santa Croce, showcase the rich artistry of

Leccese Baroque.

Later, the scenic rail journey continues through the natural beauty of Cilento National Park, making its way to the southern

tip of the mainland.

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

POMPEII
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Palermo

Wake up to a gourmet breakfast in the elegant dining car of the Golden Eagle Danube Express, rolling into Sicily after a

rare overnight crossing of the Straits of Messina – a unique and memorable moment of the journey. The island’s rugged hills

and olive groves greet with spectacular views.

The first stop is Palermo, the lively Sicilian capital. A gentle walking tour through the vibrant old town reveals a captivating

blend of architectural styles. Conclude the day with an aperitif and concert at the grand Teatro Massimo, Italy’s largest

opera house.

This afternoon, choose to delve deeper into Palermo at your own pace: visit Corleone to explore the Anti-Mafia Museum and

enjoy breathtaking mountain views, or head to Monreale to admire the golden mosaics of its world-famous Norman

Cathedral.

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Agrigento & Ragusa

ALBEROBELLO
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Wake in Agrigento, gateway to one of Italy’s most extraordinary archaeological treasures. While the modern town may be

unassuming, the awe-inspiring Valley of the Temples awaits. On a privately guided tour, explore this UNESCO World Heritage

site, where ancient temples rise majestically against the Sicilian sky.

This afternoon, travel to Ragusa, a hilltop town bursting with Baroque charm. With its honey-hued churches and grey-stone

houses tumbling down the hillside, it’s a photographer ’s dream. Later, enjoy a fun cooking demonstration, getting hands-on

with regional flavours and learning the secrets of traditional Sicilian cuisine.

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Syracuse & Caltagirone

Arrive in Syracuse, once a flourishing centre of the Byzantine Empire. Escape the bustle of the city with a peaceful boat tour

around the Island of Ortigia, offering a unique perspective of this ancient coastal gem.

After lunch onboard, continue the journey to Caltagirone, a picturesque hilltop town famous for its exquisite ceramics – a

tradition dating back to the 10th century. Visit a local artisan workshop to witness this heritage in action, then continue to

the Villa Romana del Casale, one of the best-preserved Roman villas in the world, where intricate mosaics tell stories of

ancient civilisations.

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

VALLEY OF THE TEMPLES
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Catania & Taormina

After a leisurely breakfast onboard, enjoy the rolling Sicilian countryside as the train arrives in Catania, nestled at the foot

of Mount Etna. Spend the morning at your own pace, discovering the city’s characterful squares and richly storied churches.

Later, enjoy a delightful hands-on Sicilian pastry class at either the Società Storica Catanese or the elegant Palazzo Biscari,

with guidance from the palace’s owner, adding an extra touch of grandeur. In the afternoon, rejoin the train for the final leg

of the journey, heading towards the cliffside jewel of Taormina.

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Taormina

Perched above the glittering Gulf of Naxos with panoramic views of Mount Etna, Taormina provides a breathtaking finale to

the Sicilian Odyssey. The day begins with a private visit to the Mount Etna Museum, guided by a local volcanologist who

brings this formidable natural wonder to life.

SYRACUSE
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Later, head to the slopes of the volcano itself for an indulgent lunch and wine tasting amongst the vineyards at a traditional

Sicilian Palmento, where the region’s volcanic soil gives its wines a distinct character. This afternoon, take time to wander

through Taormina’s medieval streets, visit its iconic Greek Theatre, and soak up the old-world charm at your leisure.

As evening falls on your final night, gather for a Farewell Dinner to celebrate an unforgettable journey – complete, of

course, with champagne and a toast to cherished new memories made. This evening you will disembark the Golden Eagle

Danube Express and check into your hotel in Taormina. 

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Taormina

Enjoy a leisurely breakfast at your hotel before checking out. Today marks the end of your unforgettable journey. From

here, you may make your way to your onward destination or transfer to the airport for your departing flight.

We hope you leave with wonderful memories and stories to share of your time exploring this remarkable region.

Breakfast

ACCOMMODATION

Golden Eagle Danube Express UPGRADE AVAILABLE

LIFE ABOARD THE GOLDEN EAGLE DANUBE EXPRESS

The Golden Eagle Danube Express is your luxurious hotel-on-wheels. Unpack just the once and settle into your well-appointed and comfortable

cabin as you begin this voyage of a lifetime. Your cabin attendant will be on hand to look after all your needs.

In addition to our luxury sleeping cabins, we offer a first class Bar Lounge Car and Restaurant Cars.

DELUXE CABIN

Travel in some of the finest rail accommodation available in Europe.

Private bathrooms feature a shower with constant hot water, washbasin and toilet. There is a heated towel rail, shaver socket and hairdryer. A

range of toiletries and a dressing gown are provided. Cabins have individually controlled air-conditioning, lighting with dimmer switches,

MOUNT ETNA

12D
a

y



individual reading lights, power sockets and a safe.

Co-ordinated fabrics complement wood-panelled walls and brass fittings. Two comfortable armchairs provide daytime seating, and a free-

standing chair adds flexibility. Cupboards and a full-length wardrobe provide ample storage whilst the large picture window and full-length mirror

enhance the spacious feel. A second window will open for fresh air and for that perfect photo opportunity.

During dinner each evening the living room is converted into two comfortable lower beds by your attendant who is also on hand to bring you early

morning tea or coffee.

Room Upgrades

Superior De luxe  Cabin

Superior Deluxe cabins, with private en-suite facilities, offer the ultimate in European rail accommodation in terms of space, facilities, and

comfort.

With 12 cabins per departure, each cabin offers comfortable daytime seating with a full-length sofa and two additional chairs. The large cabin

also benefits from two full-size picture windows, one of which is openable to add to the bright and airy feel of the interior.

Each evening the cabin is transformed into a luxurious bedroom with a UK-standard King Size bed. All cabins have, as standard, a large double

wardrobe with excellent storage space, individually controlled air-conditioning, lighting with dimmer switches, individual reading lights, in cabin

Wi-Fi and USB ports, power sockets and a safe.

Prices are dynamic based on travel dates. Please proceed to Book Now or Contact Us for details.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

https://www.entiretravel.com.au/Italy/Golden-Eagle-Danube-Express-sicilian-odyssey
https://www.entiretravel.com.au/enquire/15621


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE

Italian

LOCAL CURRENCY

EURO

Departure  dates: 

27 Aug - 07 Sep 2027

 

Excluded

International airfares and taxes•

Domestic airfares and taxes, unless otherwise specified in our holiday package•

Visa expenses, processing, and issuance fees•

Meals other than as specified in our holiday package•

Travel Insurance or expenses of a personal nature (mini-bar, phone call, laundry, etc.)•

Or any other travel expense that has not been included in our holiday package•


